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GeEnTLEMEN Eprrors, ; 
' The following letter would not have been sent+t 
you for publication, had the Rev; Gentleman to whom 
it is addressed given me the liberty of fairly defending 
my sentiments in the hearing of his Bible Class, before 
which he had zealously attacked them. Iam desir- 
ous of shewing the public my reasons for not receiving 
his explanations of those passages of scripture which | 
submitted to his consideration. 
I am, gentlemen, 
Respectfully yours, G. B. 


Saco, Fus. 18, 1827. 

Rey. Sir,-I deeply regret, that | am under the 
necessity of finding some fault with your treat- 
ment of my last communication ; but a deep 
sense of the importance of the subject compels 
me te do it. In my last communication I asked 
you several quest'ons relating to’ our spiritual 
Welfare, ani was very particular in requesting 
you to answer ihem in writing ‘The request 
most certainly was a reasonable one, and the 
reason you did noi comply with it, I suspect is 
best known to yourself. [ wrote to you as an 
honest inquirer after Truth 1 would now ask 
you, if it was not your duty asa faithful minis- 
ter of the gospel. to have complied with the re- 
quest made in my Ietter? Then you would have 
given me an opportunity of xamining Critically, 
and weighing candidly, the arguments that you 
made use of inanswering my questions. in can 
sequence of your not having complied with my 
request, you have added another p oof. which 
was by no means wanted toconvince mic that 
you did not wish to have your dectr e critical- 
ly examined. | likewise believe, tha: if you feit 
a hundreth part as much concerned for the sal- 
vation of souls, as you pretend to, that you weuld 
shave answered my questions, in writing, with- 
out the least hesitation. I had not the most 
distant idea that you would make a public con- 
cern of them, until | heard you announce from 
your desk, that you should answer several ques. 
tions relating to Universal Salvation, at the .ext 
meeting of your Bible Class, which took place 
on Wednesday of the same week. | according- 
ly attended, hoping to be enlightened by scrip- 
tural arguments and sound reasoning: but f 
thust with sorrow confess that ] was very much 
disappointed ; for in my humble opinion you 

ave me darkness for light. 


In the first place you told us, that the object. 


of the members of the Bible Class was, to )c- 
come acquainted with the Scriptures. Well, in 
order to become acquainted with the Scriptures, 
they must sing two very long hymns and make 
2s many long prayers: if this is becoming ac- 
quainted with tbe scriptures, | must confess that 
itis anew waytome For my own part I should 
have thought that the object of that Bible Class 
was to hecome acquainted with singing and 
praying, instead of the Scriptares.* 


* It is not supposed that the writer means to speak 
against the practice of praying and singing when per 
formed in a proper manner; bot rather against contin- 
uing these services to an unnecessary length, thereby 
consuming time which was needed io a foir discussion 
of the main subject of consideration to be laid before 
the Bible Class.-—Lditors. ' 
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In the second place you made a few general 
remarks, (as you termed them,) upon Origi- 
nal Sin, &c. which you considered as an heredit- 


into the world totally depraved, and consequent- 
ly, unless regenerated by some miraculous pow- 
er, they will be doomed to never-ending pun- 
ishment in hell. I say that such doctrine is re- 
pugnant to the best feelings of every good man’s 
heart, as well as to scripture, reason and com- 
mon sense: Your doctrine considers, little inno- 
cent children, in no other hght than that of lit- 
tle devils, that is to say, totaily depraved and 
utter!y unworthy of the love of God, previous 
to conversion. But our blessed Saviour, while 
upon earth, took them in his arms and blessed 
them, and said, for “of such is the kingdom of| 
heaven.” ‘Then it appears that our Saviour did 
not consider them totally depraved; for if he 
had, he would not have said, in speaking of 
them, for “of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Consequently, he that says little children are 
totally depraved, says in substance, that the 
kingdom of heaven is composed of beings that 
are totally depraved! For my own part, [ do 
vot think that the advocates of total depravi- 
ty believe what they profess. 

3d. You said, were it not for the Divine in- 
terposition of Christ, all men would have cer- 
tainly been lost, for God, you said, was very an- 
ery with the wicked. But the Scriptures tell 
‘us, that ‘God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son,” &c, Thus it appears, | 
that God loved the world before he sent his Son, 
to be the Saviour of the world. I believe that 
God sent his Son into the world, for the express 
purpose of manifesting his love to the children 
of men. 

1 will now notice these words, viz. Were it 
not for the Divine interposition of Christ, all 
men would have certainly been lost. Christ, 
you say, is God himself. Thus, it appears by 
vour theory, that God interposed with himself 
to appease his own anger. Such a theory as 
this, to me appears not only dark and myste- 
rious, but absurd and impossible [ wish you 
would be so gaod as to inform me what became | 
of the innumerable multitude of human beings 
that were summoned from time into eternity be- 
fore Christ came upon earth, and died for the 
sins of the world. Respecting the promise of 
God to Abraham, you say, we see that the bles- 
sing is restricted to Jacob, &c. As though you 
were not aware of what you said, you took a- 
way the blessing from all those that were to be 
blessed in Christ, which is the seed of \braham. | 
In your exertions to prove that all mankind are | 
blessed in Christ, you say that he has provided 
certain privileges whereby all mankind may be 
saved. These privileges you say, are a fulfil- 
ment. of the promises of God to the patriarch. 
Now, Sir, if you can prove that all mankind do 
‘mbrace these privileges whereby they can be 
aved, then will | believe that the promises of 
xod to led. But it will be in 
vain for you to try to make me believe, that 
those who reject these privileges, that you tell | 
{us about, are in any manner blessed, for the | 


| 


\braham are fulfi 


| 
| 


ary disease; that is, in consequence of Adam’s| 
transgression, the whole human family are born | this blessing, is, because the scriptural lan 


very rejection of those privileges, which you 
call blessings, seals the unalterable fate of the 
rejector. he greatest reason that I have te 
offer for not believing what you say respecting 
guage 
on that subject, is entirely different. ‘he promi- 
ses as recorded in the scriptures, donot say 
that there should be certain privileges granted 
to the families of the earth, whereby they might, 
by making a good use of them be blessed ; but 
they positively declare that they all shall be 
blessed. Thanks be to God, the promise is un- 
conditional, and all that you or I can say, wilk 
never alter it. In your answer to the passage 
in Psalms which I quoted, you acknowledge that 
the Lord is geod unto all. Here, Sir, is one of 
your many glaring contradictions: you before 
told us, that God was angry with and hated the 
sinner, but now you say, that he is good unto all. 
{ well know that it is impossible for you to at- 
tempt to maintain your theory without using 
contradictory language, which is sometimes so 
artfully smoothed over that it is perceived only 
by a very few, and some times perhaps by none. 
In your explanation of Lam. iii. 31, 32, you told 
us that those passages related to Christians; but 
before I shall believe what you said respecting 
these passages, you musi prove your assertion, 
or make me believe that Christians are liable 
to be cast off forever, which | think you will 
not attempt to do. All you said, respecting 1 
John iv. 14, was that it appeared perfectly plain 
to you. I concluded that was the reason, that 
you did not attempt to explain it. 1 will here 
repeat the passage, which to you as well as to 
myself appears perfectly plain. ‘And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world.” 1 John iv. 14. 
This passage as it reads, exactly corresponds 
with my views of the character of that God, 
who will not cast off forever; but if ought to read 
thus to harmonise with your doctrine : And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father seni the 
Son to be the Saviour of theelect. In your ex- 
planation of Acts iii. 21, you say, that the 
restitution (spoken of by all God’s holy pro- 
phets since the world began) does not mean 
that all things will be restored. Dear Sir, f 
beg of you to prove your assertion, if you can ; 
if you cannot do it, please to have the goodnes¢ 
to acknowledge it; for 1 assure you, that your 
mere assertion will never weaken my faith in 
the restitution of all things, as spoken by the 
mouth of all God’s holy prophets since the 
world began. 

In your explanation of the passage in Jeaiak 
which | quoted, you bad the presumption to tell 
us that that passage related to a temporal bless- 
ing, and you perhaps succeeded in making some 
of your followers believe it. But you tust 
furnish direct proof from the divine Oracles, 
in order to make me believe that the passage 
under consideration, relates to a temporal bies- 
sing. ‘To illustrute the subject, you made the 
following comparison, yiz. In the time of our 
last war, the eyes of the people in these United 
States, were bathed in tears, and when the giad 
tidings of peace were proclaimed, tears were 
wiped away (as it were) trom off all faces. Such 


. 


158 


an illustration as this, instead of throwing any | 
light vpoo the subject, in my opinion, tends to, 
darken it. However, if you will prove that} 
death was swallowed op in victory at the ter-| 
mination of onr last war, and that there has) 
been ne sorrowing, nor mourning since, in this! 
country, then will | believe that the passage in 
Isaiah which I quoted, relates to a temporal) 
blessing. In your answer to my 7th questjon, | 
you told us that it was undoubtedly the will of} 
God, that all men shouldbe saved. If God dees | 
will that all meo should be saved, there can be 
no doubt but that he has power to execute his 
will, and of course will do it in spite of all op- 
position. You told us that it was the will of 
God that all men should be righteous, and then 
asked me why all meo were net righteous? | 
answered you in scripture language, viz. the 
Apostle says; that the creature was made subject to 
vanily, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
hath subjected the same in hope; and by reading the 
next verse, we find that the creature is to be de- 
livered from this bondage of corruption into the | 
glorious liberty of the children of God. ‘Vhus the 
reason why ail men are not righteous is, because 
God in his itifinite wisdom has seen fit to create 
them subject to vanity. In your explanation of 
Heb. ii. 14, you tell us, that these passages re- 
late to saints and christians. Now Sir. in order 
for you to make me believe this unsupported 
assertion you must prove that saints and chris- 
tians, through fear of death, are all their life 
time subject to boodage,—a thing which, in my 
opinion, you will not be able to do. 

You passed over John i. 29, by telling us that | 
this passage does not say, neither does it imply, 
that all sin will be taken away. This simple 
assertion perhaps satisfied the minds of many of 
your followers ; but I can assure you that it was 
far from satisfying my mind. ‘The words un- 
der consideration were those of John. On his| 
beholding Jesus at a distance coming unto him, 
he saith, “Behold the Lamb of God! that taketh 
away the sin of the world.” John does not| 
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is, because | know that a great many of your 


hearers are ‘too apt to believe what you tell 
them without’ comparing it with the word of 
God. There is one thing more that | wish to 
notice in this communication, viz. the prayer 
that you made at the close of our meeting.— 
You prayed very fervently for the salvation of 
all mankind, notwithstanding you had just been 
very zealously engaged in contending for the 
eternal damnation of a great part of them. Now 
Sir, I shall take the liberty to tell you frankly, 
wherein I think that you are not a faithful min- 
ister of the gompel of Christ. We are com- 
manded to pray for all men, and to pray in faith 
nothing doubting. Now comes the question, 
viz. Did you pray in faith, nothing doubting, 
when you prayed for the salvation of all man- 
kind? No Sir, you did not: You did not have 
any faith in your own prayer; for you do not 
believe that all men will be saved. To be con- 
sistent with your preaching, you must pray for 
the salyation of a part of mankind, and a part 
eply; then you might, with propriety, say that 
you prayed in faith nothing doubting; and your 
hearers would need no other evidence to be 
convinced of the fact. 

You must excuse my frankness, for | have 
written just what my conscience dictated, and 
to have done otherwise would haye brought 
upon me the guilt of hypocrisy. I have before 
now, frequently incurred the highest displeas- 
ure of some men, by simply stating to them 
what | thought to be the true gospel of Christ ; 


when at the same time, had | acted the part of] in 
a hypocrite, | sheuld undoubtedly have pleased! 


them. 

The apostle Paul, hath set us a noble exam- 
ple, which ought to be imitated by all believers 
in God’s Universal Benevolence. He says, 
“therefore we both labor aud suffer reproach 
because we trustio the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all men, especially of those that be- 
lieve.” So it is, unto this day with those that 
trust in God as the Saviour of all men; they are 


say that the Lamb of God taketh away the sin | continually reproached by such as Paul thus de- 
of those only that you call the elect, nor the |scribes: “For of this sort are they, that creep 
sin of those only that go through a miraculous | into men’s houses and lead captive silly women.” 
conversion, and afterwards subscribe to the in-| ‘Take away the influence of women and children, 
consistences contained in the contradictory | and the stupendous fabric of clerical superstition 
articles of the Catvinistic Faith. If Christ, would soon fall to the ground. 

does not destroy death, hell, and the devil, and | I should not have been under the necessity of 
take away the sin of the world, then the words | writing this letter to you, had you given me 
of the beloved disciple John are false, which I) a fair opportanily of making my objections to! 
do notat present feel disposed to believe. It is| your explanations before your Bible Ciass ; but 
entirely useless for you to think of terrifying or!{ as well as the rest of your audience saw that | 
frightening me into a belief of your doctrine by; you was determined not to give me 
threatening me with bell torments, for | have lchance with yourself. 
faith to believe, that I have founded my hopes ing your f 
of future happiness upor that rock against which feelings towards you as well as the rest of man-!| 
the gates of hell cannot prevail. 1 am far from) kind, are feelings of love; for I view the whole 
making any great pretensions to holiness, for 1) human family as children of one kind and indul-| 
protess to be of that class which Christ came gent parent, and | do believe that the time will | 
to seek and to save ; and as every other sinner | came, when death, hell, and the devil shall be! 
ought to do, I shall rely upon the goodness ef | destroyed, and the whole hum 
that God, who “is good unto all and whose ten-|iogether in Christ, and join in singing everlast-| 
der mercies are over all his works,” in whose ing praises to the God of our salvation. M 
fatherly kindness | may well confide. I cannot | humble prayer to God is, that | may be endow 


but consider it, the very heicht of presumption ed with that wisdom which is from above, by 
to assert, as you frequently do, that our eternal 


destiny is hung upon the slender thread of our 
obedience to the Divine requirements ; for we 


an equal | 
However, notwithstand-! 
unfair treatment of the subject, my | 


an family united| 


t 
\whichl hope to be enabled to detect the falla-| 


i cies of priestcraft and superstition. 


|salists as a sect. 


have positive proof to the contrary Christ 
says, “if any man hear my word, and believe 
not, I judge him not, for I came not to jndge | 
the world but tosave the world.” | would here | 
canlion you against putting # false construction | 


upon the above words of our blessed Saviour, by | 


felling your hearers that they relate to sainis th 


aod christians. 


Yours very respectfully, 


Georce Brapevan. 
Rev. Jonathan Coggswell. 


JUST RECEIVED—AND FOR SALE, 


Two Discourses, one on the New Year, the other on 
e Effects of Intemperance. By Rev. D. Pickering, of 


the reason | thus caution you | Prevideace, R. 1—Price 124 cents each, 


!mueh incommoded. 
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A NARRATIVE | 
oF THE ; 
Recent Proceedings of the First Parish in Malden. 
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


It is with considerable reluctance that the fol- 
lowing Narrative is given tothe public. ‘Chere 
woald be an overpowering desire that the mat- 
ters here published were buried in everlasting 
oblivion, if it were not believed that there ex- 
ist many gross misapprehensions in the minds of 
people on this subject. By some it has been 
thought, and no smal! pains have been taken to 
spread the impression, that @ majority of thePar- 
ish have in this business been overbearing, that 
they have taken the lead in the opposition, and 
that peace and quiet would long ago bave been 
restored, had they not led forward in the con» 
test and prevented it from ceasing: it has been 
supposed that the minority have been drivea 
on, while all the time they sued and prayed that 
there might be a stop put to the contention,— 
‘These impressions are not made by correct re- 
presentations, as will hereafier be seen. 

Another reason why publication sbould be 
given to the following narrative is, it will correct 
the wrong opinions which are entertained by 
many as it respects the rights of Parishes and 
Societies. It is betieved in not a few instances 
that the clergyman of a Parish has the sole right 
to say, whether a clergyman of another denom- 
ation shall preach in the pulpit in which he 
generally officiates; and hence the consent of 
the settled clergyman is asked, when any pum- 
ber of the Parish wish the use of the Meeting» 
House, for a preacher belonging to a diferent 
sect. ‘The following will serve to shew, that 
Societies, or Parishes, or any other body of 
men, have aright to control their own pre- 
perty. 

There remains yet another reason why pnbli- 
cation should be given to this communication, — 
Not a few people think, and among them some 
Universalists, that there is ne difference of opine 
ion between this class and Unitarians.-— 
The last named class have endeavored to make 
people believe that the difference between these 
two sects is so trifling in its importance that 
they may consistently amalgamate and support 
Unitarian preachers. By such means as these, 
the belief in some places is entertained that 
Unitarians are sincerely friendly to the Univer- 
Bat it should be known, that 
there are no greater enemies to the prosperity 
of the Universalists than are the Unitarians.— 
And sufficient evidence exists that the latter 
have exerted themselves to stop the increase 
of the former and arrest the spread of their sen- 
timents. Of this character is the evidence 
which will be found in the tellowing narrative ; 
and to it the altention of the public is solicited. 


NARRATIVE. 
In the month of February, 1826, Rev. Thomas 


Whittemore of Cambridge, at the request of — 


several respectable gentlemen, commenced the 
preaching of lectures in Malden, which have 
since been continued, once ina fortnight, on 
Sunday evenings. The place in which they 
were commenced is a hall, which, though large, 
bas frequently been found not sufficiently so to 
accommodate the people who assembled ; and 


‘in two or three particular instances, the con- 


gregation, especially the female part, has been 
Those who were lead. og 
men in patronizing these lectures, were alse 
highly respected members of the First Parish, 


et 


as, 
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In the warrant for calling the anoual meeting members b 
of the Parish in May following, an article was) ed 
inserted, giving notice that the Parish would be) th 
called to consider the petition of several gentle-| ings h 


men, that the Meeting House be opened for the 
use of the Universalists when not wanted by 
the settled minister. 
tendan 
jority of whom voted, that the above request of 
a very respectable portion of the Parish, and 
which is manifestly so reasonable, should not 
be granted. The matter was then dropped.—- 
The Universalists, not wishing unduly to press 
it, remained peaceably at the Hall. 

Several months afterwards, from conversa- 
tion with different members of the Parish, it 
was ascertained that their views with respect 
to the request of the Universalists had changed, 
and hopes were entertained that the Parish 
would open the house, when not wanted by the 
minister, for the lectures. Accordingly, as there 


was some other business to be laid before the) 


Parish, a warrant was issued, in which the peti- 
tion for the use of the House was made a prin- 
cipa: article.. This meeting was hoiden about 
the middle of J 
voted to grant the request of the petitioners. The 
Universalists, at an expense of not much less 
than two bundred dollars, taken from their own 
purses, made provision for lighting the Meet- 
ing House, and hoped now to be permitted to 
worship God agreeably to the dictates of their 
own consciences. ‘Vhe mind of the Parish had 
been fairly aad openly expressed, and no suspi- 
cion was entertained that the minority would 
take any measures to disturb the peace of the 
people. But to the surprise of many, in a few 


, with still greater emphasis, what need was 
ere of the third meeting ? Now if these meet- 
ave created and increased an excitement. 


/who will be held accountable for it at the bar 


of an impartial public? Ans. Those by whose 


: There was a general at-| influence the meetings were called. These are 
of the members of the Parish, a ma-/the people who have blown up the flame, and 


they only are accountable for the effects of 
their actions. 

It is now necessary to look at this subject in 
another point of view. When the use of the 
house was asked, previously to the taking of the 
vote, it was stated that if the settled clergyman 
had objections to the pulpit being used at the 


lectures, it should be reserved. When the vote 


of the Parish was given in favor, a committee 
was appointed by the Parish to wait upoa the/| 
clergyman and see if he objected to the pulpit) 
being used. After taking time for consideration, | 
/and consulting his clerical brethren, he return- 
ed to the committee the following answer, 


“GENTLEMEN, 
In the present circumstances of the society, I did not | 
‘expect you would wish for the Meeting-House for your. 


| my consent to use the pulpit. 


{ + . 
Yours, with respect, 
A. GREEN. 


| Wm, Barrett, Esq. 


‘Lhe strange question was now started, wheth- 
er the Meeting-House lay at the disposal of the, 
| Parish, the Trustees of the Parish, or the cler- 
{gyman, and the Trustees were induced to take 
| legal advice upon the subject. ‘hey applied to 
Hon. Charles: Jackson, formerly one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of this Common- 


days a warrant was issued for another Parish|weaith, who agreed to give them his written 
Meeting, the object of which was to see if the| opinion in one week. During this week the 
House should not be shut against a very respec-|settled clergyman, in consequence, as it is sup- | 


ad so soon changed. But it is inquir | the usages of the Country, to have public worship in the 


Meeting-House. 


2d. When the Meeting-House is not occupied, or not 
wanted, by the minister for the above purposes, I think it 
is subject to the control of the Parish, or Society, to be 
used for any of the purposes to which such’ buildings are 
usually applied in our country. They may allew it to be 
used for holding town meetings, or parish meetings, and in 
some small towns, I have known the same building used 
asa school-house and a meeting-house. I can see no 
greater objection, in a legal view, to their using it for pub- 
he worship, to be performed by any suitable person whom 
they choose, when it is not occupied nor wanted, as above 
mentioned by the settled minister. I need not, I presume, 
observe that I am merely stating what I suppose the law 
would justify; and not what would appear to me advisable 
or expedient, unless under extraordinary eircumstances. 

3d. Asto the Trustees, I do not think that the Act of 
their incorporation (Stat. 1807-45.) was intended to 
give them any greater Power, or Authority, as to the use 
of the Meeting-House, than is possessed by the Parish 
Committees which are commonly appointed every year in 
Religious-Secieties for the management of their prudential 
affairs, If such a committee should refuse to open the 
Meeting-Houre, when required bya vote of the Society, 
I think the latter might cause it to be opened by their own 
authority. The building is their property, and the com- 
mittee are merely their agents to take care of it for them. 
Indeed, this question of right can hardly occur, and can 


anuary last, at whieh the Parish next lecture, but if you use the Meeting-House, you have Never be material; because if any person, other than the 


Parish Committee should open the House; he could net be 
sued or called to account for it unless in the name of the 
Society; and if such an action should be brought by the 
Committee, the Society might immediately stop and dis- 


! continue it. 


It follows, of course, that the Trustees in this case, 
have a lawful right to open the House, for the purpose 
specified in the voie of the Society on that subject. 

Signed, CHaruges JACKSON. 


Boston, Feb, 17, 1827.’? 


The reader is now enabled to see the disa- 
greeable circumstances in which the clergyman 
of the Parish had placed himself, 
and erreveously concluding that the sele right 
to open the House was in him, and vot being 


Prematurely 


table part of the Parish, when no other use| posed, of receiving erroneous information and | willing to wait until the opinion of the gentle- 
would be made of it. There wasa larger meet-j advice, conceived the notion that the control! man to whom the Trustees had applied for le- 


ing than belore, and the Parish again voted that 
the Uniwwersulists should use the House, when not 
wanted by the settled clergyman. ‘The reader 
is here called to decide whether the mind of the 


Parish was not now sufficiently well known, | 


and whether people disposed te friendship 
and quietness, would not have desisted from any 
further measures tending to increase the excite- 
ment in the Parish. But to the still greater 
astonishment and regret of a majority, in a less 
time than before intervened, a warrant was is- 
sued for another Parish Meeting; and so anx- 
ious and impatient were those who called this 
meeting, that there was scarcely ume between 
the posting of the warrant and the meeting to 
give ita legal character. However, the mem- 
bers of the Parish assembled, and it is supposed 
a fuller meeting was never known in that place. 
The Parish confirmed by a third vote, what they 
had previously done. 

The reader is now requested to inquire, to 
whose influence is the late excitement in Mal- 
den to be attributed? Who have been the 
cause of it? Who have called the Parish meet- 
ings which produced it? 
the Universalists. In May, 1826, when the Par- 
ish refused to grant the request of the petition- 
ers for the use of the house, the Universalists 
remained peaceably at the Hall. ‘They called 
no other meeting until eight months afterwards, 
and then they had good and sufficient reason to 
suppose that a change had taken place, so great 
a change that they should obtain the house 
they petitioned. They therefore called a meet- 
ing, at which the mind of the Parish was fairly 
tuken. here wasno need of another. People 


had no reason to suppose that the minds of the the minister may think fit, er may be required aceerding te | has nothing to do with it 


Ans. ‘Lhe opposers of 


of the honse lay in him, and he immediately sent 
forth to the sexton the following edict ; 


Ma .pen, Fes. 14, 1827. 

Mr. Charles Hill, , 
Sir,— When I communicated te Mr. Barrett, and sub- 
ciety granted the Meeting-House for the use of preachers 
of the Universalist denomination, I also granted (o them 
| the use of the pulpit, I then thought the right of opening 
said House was in the Society ; but as it has since been 
| ascertained that said right is in me, I wish it to be distinct- 
| ly understood that you are not to open said House, nor 
| suffer the same to remain oper, but according to tLe di ec- 
| tions you have received from the Trustees on the subject. 
/ I make this communication to you on this most disayreea- 
| ble affair torevoke any thing I may have said on the sub- 
ject, and in the hepe that it may prevent future diiliculty. 

Yours sincerely, AARON GREEN, 


Saying nothing about the officiousness and 
precipitancy of this, let the reader pay atten- 
tion to the following opinion expressed by the 
learned and judicious gentleman of the law, who 
is named ahove. 


«sT have considered the questions proposed by the Trus- 
tees of the Ministerial Funds of the Congregational Socie- 
ty in Malden, and proceed to give the best opinion that I 
have been able io form in the case. It would have been 
more satisfactory to me, if I could have found some adju- 
dications lu our {‘ourts upon any of those points; but as 1 
is, I can state ouly the result of my own reflections on 
analogous points in our law and on the usages of our 
Country. 

Ist. It is the duty, and of course it must be the right, 

| of the settled ininisier in every religious society, to per- 


if | form all the stated and regular services of Public W orship, 


either by himself, or by some suitable person whem he 
| shall invile, or appoint for that purpose This rignt is 
‘not, I think, confiied to the usual services on the Lord’s 
day; but extends ‘o all other suitable occasions, on which 


sequently from the pulpit my willingness in case the So-! 


gal advice was fully given, he sends forth his 
command to the sexton not to open the House, 
and this when he knew that a majority of the 
| Parish, by three distinct votes given at as many 
| different Parish Meetings, had expressed their 
-wish that it should be done. If this be not cleri- 
‘cal domination, there is nothing that can be 
icailed by the name. And herein we see what 
‘nen would do, if they could. We see the mel- 
jancholy instance of a miuister, judging himself 
)to be possessed of the power, seiting a majority 
of his parish at defiance. and ordering that they 
jshall not use their own property in the way 
i they think best. 

It is esteemed justifiable here to request the 
reader not to impate too much blame in this 
case, or rather to caution him to lay this blame 
where itbelongs. We believe that this clergy- 
man has been induced to do this by bad advis- 
fers. in whom he has misplaced confidence.— 
Neither should we attribute to all the minority 
ithe blame of increasing and protracting the 
contention. It is known that there are many 
'men among them who are disposed to peace, 
‘whose habits and lives have been peaceable, 
who have sincerely regretted the present ex- 
citement, and who would not have assisted in 
continuing it, had they not been wrought upon 
‘by exaggerated statements, and influenced by 
funiarep easeatatiens which they have sincerely 
believed. It is with pleasure that this testimo- 
ny, so highly favorable to their character, is 
borne, 

The reader is requested to recollect that the 
| two parties engaged in this business at Malden, 
and Unitartans. Orthodoxy 
Ang these: cizcane 


‘are Universalasts 


MAGAZINE. 


) UNIVERSALIST 
EE anemia ome 


Ses bo | ted rove that Unitarians will| occur once ina month, in the Meeting-House,| tion of the doctrine inquired for, and if it be 
ie a sed a any kind of means, to| on a Sunday evening. ‘This plan was calculated contended, as by many it is, that the Irue faith 
‘ directly to interfere with the lectures of the embraces this doctrine, and that genuine piety 


oppose Universalists. The writer, who is him- , ; ; : 2 
salts Universalist, calls upon all his brethren of | Universalists ; and did so interfere, two piece and morality are both founded upon it, it is then 
asked whether there were no true faith, piety 


ith j whose hands this account| being appointed at that House, on the same 
ey fall De aeaiae that that class of hits: events, Pihe Rey. Pastor made his appoint-|nor morality in the world until New Testanient 
tians who make the loudest claims to liberality,| ment after the other had been made nearly a| mes, ‘ 
who distinguish themselves by the title of 4b- fortnight. He has heretofore, very frequently) 5th. On what foundation did Abraham's faith 
eral Christians, whe have all along complained dispensed with bis preparatory lectures. A and faithfulness rest? 
of the exclusive spirit of the orthodox, and who slight rain, or something of that kind, has till! gth. If it be found that the Saviour announc- 
have plead in their own bebalf that no christian | now, often been a cause of omitting them. But) oq this doctrine of a future retribution, in what 
ought to be persecuted, illtreated, disregarded, | we believe the instance bas never been known, | book, chapter and verse do we first find it? And 
or denied christian privileges on account ef his, during the present Pastor’s long seitlemeut, that by what means are we to know that such pas- 
opinions, have, in this instance, carried their) the preparatory lectures have been appointed ) sage alludes to nothing contained in the Old 
opposition to Universalism as far as the ortho-| on @ Sunday evening. What justilicationis there | ‘Yestament? A hope is entertained that this 
dox were ever known to carry theirs against|/then for this interference? ‘The vote of the | question will be understood and-anewered.-olf 
any thing, excepting, indeed, all cases where} Parish was, that the Universalists should use| Josus came not to destroy the law nor the pro- 
they have been possessed of more power. ‘The|the House, when not wanted by the Rev. Pastor. phets, but to fulfil them, is it reasonable to be- 
attention of the public is earnestly called to this! He bad not before wanted it on >unday even-| fieye that he announced threatenings of which 
one particular, that they may no longer listen| ings, and very rarely indeed on any evenings, | the law and the prophets knew nothing ? 
to the deceitful cry of rberality. We would) and no one supposed he would in future. 7th, If this inquiry should result in an entire 


It may by some be said, this is all the act of 


pray as earnestly to be delivered from the bigo- | 


» try of liberal Christians, as from that of any oth- 
er classof men. If we cannot adopt an expres- 
sion which was published nearly twenty years 
ago, and say, “it beats Popery all hollow,” we 
may say bigotry is bigotry wherever found, 


satisfaction, thai neither the Old ner New Tes- 

; ~. |fament contains this doctrine, it is then asked 
ee eng ibe: ” ~! rat a 84 pos) whether we can justify ourselves in supposing 
L enceplimeebictesacath oman wae aire, Nea ., that we are promoting true religion or genuine 
\these proceedings. The Kev 


B Rend peta SS ; teed morality by teaching what divine revelation 
oston, Came out and preached a lectu nb (he | never has tanght? 


‘one Parish, and Unitarians generaliy are not to 


and that we have in New-England the anoma- 
lous association of bigotry and liberality. ‘Vhe 
writer of this article conversed a short time 


| Seeeaieg Peace cm 4 Sondayinereniny, Mating Should any one attempt to answer these que- 


that a lecture for another clergyman had been! . » ha’ tea | bee What hie'tt 
appointed, who would be compelled to perform | TEs De IS requested to remem ppt Bo | 


since with a clergyman from Vermont, who the service after he had finished. He preached | le assertion will not be accepted as sufficient 
was in Malden to visit a brother. Onbeing a discourse which be was upwards of forty five | proof of any thing. — 
informed of the strenuous efforts which had’ minutes in delivering, a time nearly double that 7 Sinha aE Ei 
been made to bar the doors of the House against which it took him to deliver his afternoon dis- MARHIED TIN THIS CITY, 
a respectable number of the Parish, when no course, and nearly double, as we suppose, which, By Rey. H Ballou, Mr. Silas Foster to Miss 
one else wished to use it, he exclaimed, you! it usually takes him to deliver his discourses.— | Susan G. Wilson, both of Bosten. 
are more illiberal here than the people of Ver-| Indeed, onless some on that evening conjectar- v id aan as 
mont. It is a common thing, said he, for socie-! ed wrongly, be delivered the substance of two q DIED IN THIS CITY, 
ties of all denominations to open their houses to! discourses which he had prepared from one! . Miss Jutta Ayn Forses, daughter of Mr. Eli- 
preachers of different sects, when they them-| text. \sha Forbes, aged 14. 
selves do not wish to use them. | have frequently | The above statement of facts is now reluc-,, Phe orphan brethers and sisters of this am- 
preached, he added, in the Meeting-Houses of tantly submitted to the public. It is given in!iable youth, as well as other friends, have no 
societies who do not agree with me in senti- justification of those whose motives and conduct |$M4ll consolation in knowing, that she was fa- 
ment. The conclusion from this is, that the/haye been misrepreseated. And the writer/YOred with a calmness and resignation of mind, 
Unitarians of this vicinity are more illiberal) trusts that it will be approved by the voice of | in her last hours, which made the couch of 
than the orthodox of Vermont. that justice which renders unto every man ac-|“¢#th as soft asa pillow of down. She expres- 
A majerity of the First Parish in Malden have cording to his works. [communicaren.] sed an entire confidence in the goodness of her 
not only been opposed in the business relating God and Saviour, and, full of the blessed hope 
to the Meeting-House, but slanderous reports ef life and immortality, she relied on the divine 
have been circuluted concerning them by the promises, and bid her friends farewell, express- 
leaders among the Unitarians. It has particu- ing a belief that she should soon see them 
larly been said, that it was their” intention ‘| again, ay 
dismiss the Pastor of the Parish. ‘The injustice How great, bow sublime, how useful is the 
of these reports will appear, if we consider that invaluable treasure of resignation in death! As 
the Kev. Gentleman would probably have been he who parts with toys for diamonds feels no 
dismissed long ago, had it not been for the reluctance at fhe passing away of what is no 
friendship of those in his Parish who were Uni- longer useful, so does that happy soul, who in 
yersalists. And can he have forgotten the pub- : — ihe bright prospect of the christian hope feels 
lic acknowledgement he made of that friendship, | Cotded ne pebat it denominated (sist "litselfin possession of eternal things, part with 
on time e wait pe wae nt all their | {7tbution § by whicb is meant punishment in every thing earthly without regret. 
influence to obtain his dismission ? Mh: ; ‘ - 
some of these very men who have reported | Br aM AE a Sune sions 
that there was a design in the Universalists to} It tames the monater oviths leihabion 
dismiss the Pastor, have themselves made pri- Fang And well defends the heart ; 
yate proposals to the Universalists in that Par-|retribution was not revealed before the first iene bes a 
ish to dismiss him and settle a young and smart transgression of Adam, a plausible reason, ir 
Unitarian clergyman. What name shall be /o0thing mere, why such a threatening was not 
given to such conduct? |revealed in time to prevent the first sin, woul! 
After the Parish had three times expressed be acceptable. 
their wish to have the House opened for the} 3d. If on strict and careful examination no in- 
lectures, they were appointed to be holden|formation can be found of the above named 
there once in a fortnight. In this part cf our|threatening or aceount in all the writings of 
Narrative it is necessary to record another in-| Moses, which contain the law given from Sinai 
stance of Unilarign liberality. After these lec-} with all its penalties, a plausible reason, if-no 
tures had been thus appointed, and notice had] more, why such threatening or account should 
been circolated accordingly, the settled clergy-|not have been intimated in those wrilings and 
man himself immediately appointed a lecture i those times would be very acceptable. 
on the same evening. It was his in‘ention, he! 4th. If candid and impartial inquiry cannot 
stated, to hold his preparatory lectures, which) find, even in all the Old Lestament, any intima- 


‘ 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Information Wanted. 


| Any one, who can make it convenient, would 
‘confer a favor, which will meet with due ac- 
knowledgement, by answering the following 


questions = - 
ist. Where in the Scriptures do we find the 


ifirst threatening denounced, or first account re- 


Moreover, | @other state of existence for offences committed 
o\; 
in this mortal state. 


2d. If, according to chronology, it shall ap 
pear that such threatening or account of future 


Without a murmur or a sigh, 
The soul this world resigns, 

And, looking stedfastly on high, 
Far richer treasure finds. 


When I am ca!id, as soon I must, 
To pass the shades of death, — 
With resignation may | trast 
in Him who gaye me breath. 


Then san and moon and Stars may fade, 
And earth elude my sight; 
My soul shall trust, nor be afraid, 


But taste a pure delight. A.B 


Kensington, N. H. Mr. Benjamin Melcher, aged 78, 


